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cares what I did, or you did, or England or France or the Arabs
did, ten years ago. Leave it for 50 years. If Irak continues to
put up a decent show, across three generations, then the Arab
Revolt was worth while. In our lifetimes we cannot reap either
credit or disgrace: and after I'm dead my bones will not care.
Winston's settlement so pleased me that I withdrew wholly from
politics, with clean hands, I think, and enlisted in the Air Force,
where I have the happiness to be, still. It is not glorious, but
very free of cares, healthy, and interesting. I have not been to the
Middle East, or read a book or article about it, or written or
received a letter thither or thence, since 1922 when I joined the
R. A. F.
You say you want to read The Seven Pillars. It is a rotten
book, a dull book, hysterical, egotistical and long. It is also
(God be praised) rare. As I said, I can't borrow a copy, here, for
my own reference in writing you. I believe some copies did go
to U.S.A.; but they say it's a large country. Mrs Lamont had
one. Doubleday the elder had one: also Kermit Roosevelt.
Speculators pushed its price into hundreds of pounds, & all wise
people promptly unloaded: so I hope they have parted: for the
thing has slumped. That's the English edition. There is also a
U.S.A. edition, not complete. A copy of this is available, I fancy,
in Congress Library at Washington: but how Washington lies
from New Hampshire I don't know! Believe me, if you don't
see it you miss nothing.
Oh! peace negociations! Feisal and Jemal were carrying on
quite serious peace negociations all 1918. I saw both sides' letters
unbeknownst: I should have been morally indignant with Feisal,
only England was secretly negociating with Talaat, also to my
unofficial knowledge, all 1918 too. All is fair in love, war, and
alliances. Poof! Me for the Air Force! Youis sincerely
T. E. SHAW
[More difficulties were in store for Lawrence, Wing
Commander Sydney Smith, Lawrence's C.O., was a member of
the Committees responsible for the arrangements for the
Schneider Trophy race held in September 1929, and Lawrence,
acting as his clerk, was closely concerned in carrying them out.